
“I never used any contraceptive just regulated intercourse 
according to my monthly cycle. But the didi would stop at our hut 
on her visits and tell me to think of getting the operation 
sterilization. But why do you not get it, she would say. She 
showed me pictures of woman with one daughter, where the 
daughter and the mother would be smiling. She sometimes 
scolded me and said, “That is why your condition is like this. The 
more babies you have, the poorer you get, do you not understand 
that?” Perhaps she is right. If I had not had my last child, the first 
two would be happier. But now the tables have turned. You see, 
it is my fourth pregnancy - this surrogate birth- that will make my 
entire family happy”. 
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“Sufficient scientific studies do not exist however so that 
adoption can be permitted on a larger scale, particularly with 
regard to children belonging to strongly different racial 
groups than the adoptive parents.”    

The Swedish Medical Board (1961)

“Until further scientific studies have been undertaken, I 
believe that adoption should be allowed only to a limited 
extent in the case of children belonging to highly different 
racial groups.”    

Jan Arvid Böök, Professor at the Department of Genetics, 
Uppsala University

“Another thing is that the crossing between two races, which 
are at different cultural levels, does not seem desirable from 
the more superior race’s standpoint.”    

Torsten Thysell, M.D. in Child Psychology



“By the way of an increased number of adoptions, we have now 
the opportunity to gradually and naturally get used to being 
with people who have a different appearance.” 

Claes Engström, journalist (1962)

“It is so important that we can be with people of another race… 
Jan and I will soon apply for more adopted children, preferably 
Africans.“

Barbro Högberg, a famous singer, Feminist and adoptive mother 
of a Korean child 

”It is… brown, perhaps slant-eyed, but it is so little and 
moldable and it becomes mine forever… The new one and me is 
together forever... It is not more strange than being red haired.”

Margareta and Lars Ingelstam, a future journalist and Professor 
respectively and adoptive parents of a Korean child and an 
Ethiopian child



“We have tens of thousands of adopted children, many of whom 
come from India and the Far East. If they do not return to their 
home countries, unless the adopted children for some incredible 
reason return, then Swedish men and women will to a much 
larger extent than today, marry men and women from… Korea, 
Africa, etc. This will in the future provide a new "gene pool". The 
changes will certainly be bigger than what nuclear power, even 
in an emergency situation, can accomplish.”    

Jan Lindsten, Professor in Genetics at Karolinska institutet (1979)

“It is the exotic children I want. More beautiful than something 
we could create ourselves. A Vietnamese profile, with distinctive 
cheekbones. Or maybe an explosive South American, smooth 
and coffee coloured?... Oh God, we cannot continue with this 
inbreeding… Race mixing... that should work as an explosive 
load.” 

Kerstin Weigl, journalist at the biggest Swedish newspaper 
Aftonbladet







”…a tribute to Mother Sweden (Moder Svea), as the best mother in the 
world”
TV4’s national campaign for ”Zero Racism”



“- Are you sitting here spreading SARS?! Surprised, me and my friend look up at 
the man at the bench behind us. Firstly, I don’t understand: 'What does he 
mean? Why is he saying that to us...' Then I understand, it is only me who have 
dark hair and slanted eyes… – I’ve heard that you Chinese people eat dead 
animals. I guess that is why you are spreading SARS... I now realise that the man 
on the bench will not give up.”

Hanna Sofia Johansson, adopted from Korea

“Once I was with my former girlfriend and her friends, and I was withdrawing 
money from an automatic cash dispensing machine. Behind us, there were some 
older Swedish guys, and immediately they started to say ‘‘damn Negro’’ and so 
on, and they didn’t say it in a subtle way but in a rather high voice.”

Fredrik, adopted from the Dominican Republic

“My hair is black, my eyes dark brown, and I am uncannily similar to an... 
(=immigrant) you know...but I am not one of those. It is very important to say 
that. My heart is filled with the same colour as yours, I speak, I live and I eat like 
you. I am dreaming in Swedish – oh yes! I close my eyes and think of open 
landscapes and the good old North. [...] But yet, there is something, both you 
and I know it, which is not fitting.”

Lasse Lindroth, adopted from Iran



“Another perspective is that I am raised in a “white context”. White parents, 
cousins, friends, relatives, classmates although my brother is from the same 
country as me and we had two other adopted children from Ethiopia at 
school, so I was not the only black person. But everywhere around me, the 
majority was white. In the class, in the church, on the beach, at the theater, 
in the shops.” 

Marika Carlsson, 2018, adopted from Ethiopia

“I was tired of constantly answering questions like: Where are you from? 
Chilean? One couldn't believe that! I would have guessed something else ... 
But you speak perfect Swedish? Are you adopted? No?” 

Camila Salazar Atías, 2015, second generation Chilean 

“I wasn't what people thought I was. Because people first saw one thing and 
then became… pleasantly surprised. Because I was so “ordinary”, so 
“normal”, so “Swedish”. How to define all these things now. I do not know 
how many times people assumed that I was adopted. Or at least half 
Swedish. Otherwise they could not put together their worldview. And the 
most depressing of all, they were not even able to understand how insulting 
their compliments were.” 

Maya Abdullah, 2016, 1,5-generation Algerian



“We hurt these children by snatching them from their homeland and 
their culture which they are adapted to due to generations of 
development and natural selection... In Sweden... there has always 
been... a very strong and influential Jewish element among the 
people, who promote the adoption of colored children... Then the idea 
of a conspiracy about the extermination of the Nordic peoples turns 
up, by the way of an increasing race mixing... They will be rootless 
creatures without roots in any society.”

The far Right magazine Solhjulet (1980)

“When Swedish couples adopt children from remote, exotic 
countries... then it is objectionable... These children from Korea, Sri 
Lanka, India or Africa can never be fully Swedish. It is a pure prejudice, 
to believe in such an idea that they can become Swedes. For the 
pleasure of having a long-awaited little child, these adoptive parents 
have not thought about their responsibility either for the child or for 
their own people. Therefore, we call for the adoption of foreign 
children to be prohibited by law.”

The far Right organization Keep Sweden Swedish (1986)



“Childless couples who cannot have their own 
children… go to Africa, Ceylon or Colombia to 
adopt one or more black children and are prepared 
to pay round sums to get them, they are so cute 
when they are small, but what happens to them 
later, they devote little thought to. By the way, the 
mass media have taught them that they are heroic 
and “break prejudices” by remedying the low 
nativity rate among Swedes with the import of 
racially different people. Of course, this will have a 
devastating effect on the people in Sweden: the 
number of mixed-race people increases rapidly.”

The Neo-Nazi group White Aryan Resistance (1991)



“The Sweden Democrats want to work for the abortion issue to be 
settled in a deciding referendum. While the possibility of the adoption of 
children with an origin outside the Western cultural circle should cease, 
national adoption should give unwanted children a chance for a healthy 
upbringing. Children and young people who have already come to 
Sweden through non-Western adoption should receive special support in 
the schools if they are subjected to bullying.” 

Party program of the Sweden Democrats (1996)

“The Sweden Democrats define the Swedish nation in terms of loyalty, 
common identity, common language and common culture. In our 
opinion, one may become a member of the Swedish nation either by 
being born into it or by later in life actively choosing to enter into it. As a 
native Swede, we count the ones who… at an early age were adopted to 
Sweden by Swedish-speaking parents with a Swedish or Nordic identity.” 
Party program of the Sweden Democrats (2011)

“Examples of successful assimilated immigrants are the Finns and the 
adoptees such as those from Korea.”

The Sweden Democrats’s party leader Jimmie Åkesson



The Sweden Democrats’ parliamentary election campaign film:
Two adoptees together with the party leader Jimmie Åkesson speaking up
against racism: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uph8Mrc28dk

”Racism is terrible and has caused some of the most terrible 
crimes in history. And it can never be accepted. To care for our
country, our history, and our culture is not racism. To stop 
honour violence, begging and trafficking is not racism…. Don’t
let the debate be silenced by the opinion police and coward
politicians. Stand up against racism. Stand up for our Sweden.”



“I will never leave you alone. Wherever you go I will always go 
two steps behind you, you must know that. You will never be 
safe as long as there are people like me. People who love this 
country and the white race. People who want to fight for the 
motherland. We don't want you here. You destroy us. You 
destroy our community, you degenerate our race with your 
inept genes and genitals... I want to kill you, fucking black 
skull. You make me feel bad. Did you think you could be like 
us? Do you think you can be Swedish only by wearing the 
same clothes as we do, do you think you will be Swedish just 
because you speak Swedish? Do you think there is room for 
you in the Swedish community just because you spend time 
with Swedes? If so, think about it, because we will never let 
you in. You will always be a little knee dog that we kick on 
when we feel like it.”

Peter Tai Christensen, adopted from Korea



Summary

Since the 1960s and onwards adoptees have become and are symbols of 
solidarity, diversity, multiculturalism and antiracism within the mainstream 
and majority society of Sweden.

Among immigrants and minorities who are not adopted, adoptees are 
viewed as inauthentic, “lost”, and tragic and possibly also as pitiable, 
pathetic and ridiculous.

Within the far Right and among Right-wing populists, adoptees are variously 
seen as a threat in the form of so-called race mixing as they are fully 
embedded within the majority society and as (unattainable) role models for 
immigrants and minorities who are not adopted in terms of being integrated 
and assimilated. They can also be used in the propaganda to communicate 
non-racism.

For the birth countries and their inhabitants, governments and embassies, 
adoptees are seen as diasporic brethren and sistren who constitute a 
physical link and bond to the West.


